
May & June 2007

Water Snake Hike

Very appropriate names for our May 20 and June 17
th

hikes. Check out the Friends Web Site for an unusual
picture of a turtle and water snake taken on the “Water
Snake” hike. Wayne Leader from Moline joined me on
this hike. I was hoping that a Sheffield couple that
showed up would join us but they opted to do a shorter
hike. The Hennepin Canal was busy with a fishing event
today. The lower parking lot at the visitor’s center was
full to capacity with cars and boat trailers. This was
Wayne’s first hike this year with the F.H.C. group. Was
glad to see him back but he warned me that he might
not make the Father’s Day hike. We were surprised that
by the time we got back to bridge 15 almost all the
anglers had left, the tournament had finished earlier.

Red Winged Blackbird Hike

I was the only hiker to do the June 17
th

hike. Maybe we
should opt for a different Sunday as we always have a poor turnout on Father’s Day. Started out
late as some campers stopped us for info on the Hennepin’s camping sites and then the shuttle
vehicle would not start. Due to the late start and I was the only hiker, we cut 1 bridge off the hike.
Red winged blackbirds were all along hike route. They seem to nest in the reeds along the canal
and they came out in force when you approached. The mulberry trees along the way was also a
gathering place for the birds. It was a hot day but it did not stop people from fishing in shady
spots along the way and some in boats out in the summit pool. I noticed that someone had cut
out a large section of chain-link fence that was for our protection along the bike path. Steve
Moser told me later that it was stolen from this remote area during the winter when the canal was
ice-covered.


