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State Budget 

After months of bickering, the 
General Assembly and Governor 
finally 
approved a 
State budget.  
A visit to the 
Il. Budget 
website 
reveals a 
pattern that 
concerns us. 
Illinois has 
been 
spending less 
for IDNR than 
is originally 
appropriated: 
about 14% 
less in !06 and about 6% less in 
!07. We need to be vigilant and 
question why funds aren!t used 
as agreed upon in the give-and-
take of budget making. The FHC 
will be watchful. The old canal 
needs careful attention and 
maintenance. Cutting hard 
fought funds from its already 
limited budget is not good! 
 

 
 

Friends Win IDNR Grant 
The Friends of the Hennepin 
Canal (FHC) joined the League 
of Illinois Bicyclists (LIB) in a 
proposal for an Illinois 
Recreational Trails Program 
grant. The LIB recently informed 
us that we were awarded the 
grant. The FHC!s portion is 
$2,500, which is earmarked for 
the development of a brochure to 
be given to canal visitors. The 
brochure will contain maps and 
other useful information when 
traveling the canal. 
When completed, we!ll see to it 
that FHC members receive their 
copies. 

 

 

 
Tax Exemption Sought  

The Friends is a registered not-
for-profit organization in the 

State of Illinois. We have 
considered getting Ò501C3Ó 
status with the U.S. Internal 
Revenue Service, and have 
made initial steps. Once we 
have that status, those 
making the contribution can 
use contributions to the FHC 
as a tax exemption. As we 
continue to grow and 
establish ourselves, 
acquiring this tax status 
could become important.  
 

 

 Day of Discovery: A 
Complete Success 

More than 2,500 people came to 
the Visitor Center on Oct. 7, 
2007 to celebrate our canal!s 
one-hundredth birthday. The 
day!s many activities were 
capped off with the presentation 
of The Lock Keeper, a four-act 
play that depicts important eras 
of the canal!s history. The play 
was produced and presented by 
Dexter Brigham of Princeton.  

 

Lock Tender to Become 
a Movie 

The Oct. 7 Day of Discovery and 
it!s major event, the play, Lock 
Tender, which was presented on 
a floating stage, is in the process 
of being developed into a movie. 
One of our Friends, Tim 
Becherer, who lives in Los 
Angeles and is a professional 
film editor, has volunteered to 
help us put the centennial 
celebration, including the play, 
into a movie format. Cathy Foes 
and Gary Wagle are working 
closely with Tim on the movie!s 
content and overall structure.  
We hope to have a product to 
show the public by next fall. 

 
Monthly Walks 

Ed Herrmann continues to guide 
groups of hearty hikers on their 
year-round walks on the banks 
of the Hennepin. Visit our 
website to see pictures and read 
about the November and 
January treks. We all thank Ed 
for his loyalty. He has missed 
only one hike throughout the 
years that we have been hiking. 

 

Friends Purchase LCD 
Video Projector 

The Friends are occasionally 
asked to make presentations 
and/or speak to various 
community groups. Recognizing 
these events as opportunities to 
tell the canal!s story and to 
promote stewardship, the FHC 
has purchased a new Epson 
LCD projector that, when linked 
to a laptop, can be used for 
presentations. The projector will 
get its first use on Jan. 30 when 
Gary Wagle talks to the Henry 
County Soil and Water 
Conservation Board. 
 

 
 

Next FHC Board Meeting 
The Executive Board has set 
April 1 at 5:00 p.m. for it!s next 
regular business meeting. 
Members are encouraged to join 
us to hear reports and discuss 
issues facing our canal!s 
maintenance and future. 
Meetings are held at the Visitor 
Center. 

 
 

Our Website 
For expanded and up-to-date 
information, visit www.friends-
hennepin-canal.com 
There, you will find maps, 
events, links, pictures and 
contact information. 


